Traditional Fundraiser:  6. Additional information
CONSERVATION HAS NEVER TASTED THIS GOOD!™
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· CHOCO ANDES COFFEE 
·         SUSTAINING LIVELIHOODS WHILE PROTECTING ONE OF THE EARTH’S TOP THREE BIODIVERSITY HOT SPOTS
· The tropics are rich repositories for most of the world’s biological diversity. The Choco-Andes region of Ecuador is considered one of the top biodiversity ‘hotspots’ in the world.

· Production of coffee, the second most heavily traded commodity in the global market, has long been an economic option for highland farmers in the Choco Andes region of Ecuador. Farmers were long encouraged to maximize their production and profits by growing coffee in full sun, resulting in the loss of native cloud forest and the diversity of plants and animals which live there.

· The ancestors of coffee plants were shade-loving rainforest shrubs.  Growing in full sun is highly stressful to coffee, making the plants weaker and more susceptible to pests. This requires the application of large amounts of pesticides and synthetic fertilizers (whose costs are often subsidized). 

· Overproduction in the 90’s resulted in collapsing market prices for coffee. Small coffee farmers were especially hard-hit, and many converted their land to other crops that are not much more profitable, or have lost their land altogether. At the same time, a market for more profitable and environmentally friendly shade-grown organic coffee has been emerging. 

· In the mid 1990s, researchers from the University of Georgia’s Institute of Ecology and the Ecuadorian Maquipucuna  (makee-poo-koo-na) Foundation began work to determine the best organic production practices for shade-grown coffee. For example, applying cane residue from sugarcane processing around coffee plants reduces soil erosion, conserves moisture, and increases beneficial soil organisms while decreasing some pest organisms.

· Native trees planted to provide shade on coffee farms are selected for their contribution to soil fertility and for attracting many kinds of native birds, bats, and other animals. Sun coffee plantations, in comparison, support only 5-10% of the species that shade-grown coffee plantations support.

· Because the coffee is high quality, consumer demand is high. Farmers now grade their coffee beans and receive higher prices for gourmet quality shade-grown coffee. The shade-grown coffee is bought by Maquipucuna (makee-poo-koo-na) Foundation, transported to a local roaster, and sold to the U.S. consumer. More than 100 coffee-producing farm families have joined the project. 

· These farmers receive four times more for their coffee than they previously received and their production costs are less. Their exposure to toxic chemicals is eliminated. 

· In the more open canopy of shade-grown coffee farms, birds are relatively easy to observe and many species can be seen. Coffee farmers often realize extra income through ecotourism fees for bird watching. 

· By making these coffee plantations more like natural forests, they provide better protection for tropical biodiversity in a global “Top Hotspot.”






